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rh A 2 11 L 2 Pciſoners now in the CaRtles 


and Sterling, and l 


others — in Seotland 

cattar of the Iavaſion, are, ſay the 
Neun-Papers, to be brought up t Lenden, 
and kept there duriag the Pleaſure of the 
Government, or r{iher, as orber - 
more - Fuſtice to the Government c 

they are to he brought up im order to 1 
particular Examination, that ſuch as are 
Guilty may be to Juſtice, au by 
| 5 — eee and the Inno- 


— Ait is adrifed, that upon 
the News of this Order, the People ap- 
pear'd very much ſurpriz d ; that ſome of 
them ſeem: dejected, others complain of it 
as Ry and * ſpeak variouſly 


— — 


of i t Holo 0 
L E to >= oe 
2; nes, but 7 wil depen 


Friends or oodles 2 — in 
it, and Clamour is always che Effect of Diſ- 
content; but ſhall I enter 4 little into the 
— Be this Cafe, and if 2 make 
ome ſmaſl nne pla 
Part of this tisty'd — 4 — 
hel 4 Mouths cannot be ftopp'd,at leaft their 
N be fairly anſwer d, their Alle; 
gatioescon ted, and wiſer Men more ſa- 


We dave Cauſe to bleſs GOD ia this 
Age, that we live ina Gs Js 
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(Bios -wil'bear a clear Light; and are 
beſt pleas d when their Proceedings are put 


in an impartial View to honeft Men; here- 
' tofore Miſrepreſentations and falſe Lights 


have been the Practice of our Courts, and 
the Grieyance 14 Subject; now the Caſe 
alters, and we find it the Practice of the 
Subject, and the Grievance of the Court. 
As for me, it has been and ever ſhall be 
my Practice to put all Things in the cleareſt 
Light I can; if it offends any Body, I haye 
had little Regard to that, I have endea- 
vour'd to ſhew you the ſhorteſt Way to 
TRUTH on ſeveral Occaſions, and I have 
now for a longtime been ſhewing you the 
ſhorteſt Way to PEACE, and all by putting 
Things in a clear Light, and endeavour- 
ing to repreſent them, not as they are pre- 
tended to be by Parties and private Perſons, 


but as they really are in their own Nature. 


If at one time this plain Way of Dealing 
offends our Courts, if at avother time the 


People, I have been equally indifferent, and 


am ſo ſtill, and ſhall be ſo whenever the Ta- 
bles turn again for GOD forbid, I ſhould 
deviate from Truth and Plainneſs, be it for 
what Hazard or Damage ſoever. 

I come now to ftate the Caſe between the 
Government and the Scots Priſoners, and 
impartially to examine, if the QUEEN has 


done them any Wrong in this Confinement; 


and in this Caſe I ſhall be as plain as Ipre- 
tend to above, on either ſide, let the End 
determine the ] uſtice of the Debate. 


1. If the Government has been in no Dan- 
ger, if there has been no threatned 
Invaſion, no French Fleet on the Shoar, 
no Army on Board to land ia Scotland, 
no Pretender fo uſurp on her Majeſty's 
Title and Poſſeſſion, no Deſign to ſub- 
vert eur Conftitution, and overthrow 
the Government; Then indeed the 


Government haze been moſt unaccoun- 


tably Tyrannical, Unjuſt and very 


Orne! to impriſon any Men at all,. 
ander Pretence of Dinger and Hazard: 


rom their encouraging the Enemy. 


tar is ibis fo ridiculous a Suggeſt ion as ſome 
may imagine, whe 1 ſball tell you, that like 
2s 91d Affair in tbe Popiſh Plot, there are 


4 Jort of People who pretend to tell you 
| 3 1 is all a Sham, tbat 3 544 no 

Army on Board, nor any Deſign to make an 
Invaſion 4 That was all 2 
Sham, 4 Trick of the Government to amuſe 
us all, th put the Nation to Charge, aud an- 
ſmer Politicł · Court Defigns againſt the new. 
Election of Parliament Men, during which 
ſome Alarm of thc Sort was neceſſaryy; juſt as. 
in the late King's Time, when they wanted 
to turn the Peoples Thoughts, then 4 Plot 
was to break out, and the like; that tbi- 
was nothing bur the Dunkirk Squadron 
only a little ſtronger rhan uſual, cruiſing 
about for the Butch Eaſt India Men, and 
improv'd as above, 10 ſez if they could bave 
an Opportunity to oppreſs ibe Gentry and No- 
bility, who were not of their own Party. 


This wild Sort of Stuff, let it ſeem never 
ſo ridiculous, I affure yon, is now hot in 
the Mouths of the Party, and this they think. 
is the next Card they have to play; and if 
the Nation could be work'd up to the Be- 
lief of this, I confeſs, they would. have 
much to ſay againſt the Government, for 
taking up any People on-pretended Suſpi- 
cions. N | a 


2. If there has been no Correſpondence, 
if there has been no Invitations, no 
Ship call'd the KIND MAN, who 
had landed Oglevy of Boyn, bad ſent 
Emiſſaries, and brought back Encovu- 
ragements, and made perhaps more 
Voyages than one; if there had been 
no Speeches let fall among the Party in 
Scotland, diſcovering their Expeſtati- 
on of this Affair, theit Joy at its Ap- 
proach, and their Diſappoiatment at 
its Miſcarriage ; if this had not been, 
it might have been ſomething of an un- 
neceſſary Caution to take up Gentle - 
men, and put them to all this Uneaſi- 
neſs and Expence, and the Govern- 
ment might really have been reproach-- 
ed with Cruelty and Revenge. 


3. It the Gentlemen dow in Cuſtedy have 
given the Government no Reaſon to 
Falous them in particular, no Reaſan 
to challenge the ir Conduct, or ſuppoſe - 

chem 


Lene erous in this Caſe, either by 
KAclative Fhargclers or Perſonal Cha- 
r, Religious Principle or Politick 
| Princip either by their preſent or 
former Bebaviour, it would then leave 
ſome Room tb pretend private Pique, 


Perſonal or Party Spleen bad its Share * 


- inſtheſe Commitments, and Abundance 
of Clamour we ſhould bave vn chat 
Head. | 


But or the contrary ;, If all theſe Things 
joyn together to make the preſent Tranſ- 
ation of the Government reaſonable; if 
the publick Saſety made it neceſſary, if the 
ſecret Intelligence carcy'd on between the 
parties at Home, and the Enemies Abroad, 
are viſible and perfeRly diſcover'd ; if the 


th — 


1 


particular Perſuns are proper Objedts, on 
which the Government might jufily be ex- 
cuſed in ſuſpettiog; then all this Noiſe fals 
to the Ground, and the Iſſue of all this is 
at hand, | 

As for the ſending them to England, I 
think, the novle Perſons themſelves have 
Reaſon to leſs the Union, ard be abundant- 
ly atisfy*d in the Share they have of Liberty 
by their Engliſh Peerage, where they are 
ſure of having fair Trials, juſt Judgment, 


and all Encouragement and Opportunity 


imaginable for their Defence; and if inno- 
cent, @ publick and honourable Diſcharges 


which,. had former Maoagements in their- 


Country been in Force, they could not 
= been fo ſure of; but of this here- 
after. 


* „ 


MiISscELLANE 4. 


Cannot think of our eli Ma- 
nagements in England, as to Milrepre- 
ſentings, Things 1 bave often talk d to you 
about, without obſerving, how exaQly their 
Friends, who managed for the Pretender 
in his late Attempt upon us, chimed in with 
them in'Fcorl end. 
L know nothing we have been 
holden. to this Party for. in both Nations 
upon all ſuch Occaſions as theſe, as the Ab- 
ſurdity of their Pretences Let us but 
look back a little. | > 
Was ever any thing more abſurd than 
King James and his Patty N with 
the Diffemers. to give them Liberty of Con- 
ſcience by his o arbitrary dif] 
thority, and his wo ge 
conteiit with their Religious 


* 
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Fad de ſtroy both? 


more be : 


From thence we come to the Occaſional 


Bil, and here was the ſame Sham practiſed; 
O Perſecution was a ſad Thing, no Body 


deſigu d Perſecution, the Diſſcuters were 
not to be perſecuted in the leaft; nay, the 
very Preamble of the Bill made a Glorious: 


Declaration, That Perſecution was confrary 
to the Chriſtian Religion, and the Arti- 
cles of the Church of England; and yet was 


any thing more directly teading to Perſecu- 
tion than chat Bill, and was it not ſo ia the ; - 


Nature of the Thing? 


Juft' thus the Emiffiries of the Pretender 
in Scotland bubbled the poor People there, 


in hopes to amuſe the Ignorant and preju- 


' diced,” tho* honeft, Folk of the Pretbytrian 
Church there; , that the Pretender, tho 
Popiſt in Principle, back'd with a Tytas- 
niek Munarch's formidable Army, ſupported 
- by a Facobite and Fpiſecpal Party at Home, 
" ſhould. yet uphold add maintain the Presby- 
terium Church-Government. 


Was ever any thing abſurd like this ? 


Was there any Poſſibility, that a Party, 
whoſe being depoſed from their Eccleſiaſtick 


Authority in'Scerland, has been the main 


Ground. of their adhering to this Invaſion, 
ſhauld be content to ſee themſelves fil 


crulk'd 


% 
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